
 

Newsletter 

The  

In July members and staff 
took a trip down to the  
seaside in Bournemouth. We 
visited the aquarium, had a  
picnic on the beach, strolled 
along the pier, and some 
were even brave enough to 
swim! The day at the beach 
offered members the chance 
to have a break from routine 
and enjoy an activity they 
may not often have access to. 
Thankfully the weather 

stayed dry and sunny, 
and we had a great 
day out.   

Bournemouth trip  

Friends, members and others 
sometimes ask, ‘What do 
Trustees – especially the 
Chair – actually do?’ To which 
I am tempted to reply, ‘Good  
question’. Our official role is 

to make sure the Porch charity does, or at 
least tries its best to do, what it says on 
the tin or more  precisely to carry out what 
we state as our aims – to help in a totally 
non-discriminatory way – homeless, 

recently re-housed or vulnerably housed 
people. The Trustees meet four times a 
year to receive reports from the Director 
and ensure that finances are kept healthy 
and being used appropriately. We are all 
conscious that the real work is done day to 
day by all our dedicated team of staff and 
volunteers, and to them all we are ever 
grateful, as we are as well to our many 
supporters.  

 

Message from the Chair  
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BS’s Story 

 

 

 

BS is a member formerly based at Oxford’s 
Julian housing. After a relationship break-
down and loss of employment, he found 
himself on the street rough-sleeping. He 
presented himself to us in January 2015.  
 

We assisted him with a referral to the city’s 
No Second Night Out (NSNO) programme, 
arranged for him to be seen by a local GP, 
dentist and an optician, and referred him 
to Luther Street Medical Centre for mental 
health support. We then signed him up to 
our Steppin’ Forward project that provides 
vocational training, and helped him find 
employment.  
 

After we found BS a bed at O’Hanlon House 
(hostel for rough sleepers), NSNO decided 

that BS no longer had a local connection to 
Oxford. This meant we were limited in the 
housing support we could offer him, and 
had to think ‘outside of the box’. We liaised 
with the NSNO outreach team and it was 
decided Emmaus housing was the best  
option. After we assisted BS in his Emmaus 
assessment, he was offered a bed in 
Gloucester. At the same time we advocated 
to put a plan in place where he would 
move to Gloucester short term until a bed 
became available in Oxford.  
 

BS has now settled in Gloucester and keeps 
in touch with us. This is an example of our 
effort to  work jointly with all local services 
to help meet and support homeless 
people’s immediate needs. 

Porch Preserves 

Porch Preserves, our award winning jams 
and chutneys made by members,  
continues to flourish. In addition to selling 
at craft fairs and fetes, we sell through two  
delicatessens in Oxford and Woodstock. 
We  also established an outlet for sales last 
month at the farm shop at HMP Springhill. 

 

The preserves proved 
popular at this year’s 
East Oxford’s Elder 
Stubbs Festival, along-
side produce we grow 
on our allotment  and 
Porch cards made by 
members. We won 1st 

prize for our  
courgettes, 2nd prize 
for our chutney, and a 

commendation for jam. Thanks to  
members who 
helped on the day.   

 

We also featured 
at Wychwood 
Forest Fair in  
September. 

‘What really caught my imagination was the staff and volunteers who make the centre a 
little oasis in a very problematic city’. Porch member 



 

 

As Harvest is approaching, we would like 
to thank everyone for your past Harvest 
donations to Steppin’ Stone. This means a 
great deal, as it keeps our café and 
kitchen functioning all year round 
providing meals for our members.  
 

Our wish list this year includes: coffee, 
squash, hot chocolate, sugar, tea, stock 
cubes, pasta sauce, flour, ketchup, cook-
ing oil, honey, Bisto, biscuits, tins, fish, 

beans, and fruit and veg.  Also toiletries, 
new underwear, washing powder,  
disposable razors, and shaving cream. 

Harvest Festival 

Centre News 

We’ve had several staff joining the centre 
this year. From left to right, Lou (project 
worker) Espe (project worker), 

Alex (fundraiser) and Sandy (activities co-
ordinator). Welcome all! 

We are hosting a fundraising cookery com-
petition on 24 October. All food entries will 
be judged by members and then served as 
part of the evening meal. If you would like 

to take part, please contact Sandy at 
sandy@theporch.org.uk. Alternatively, you 
can donate using the form on page 4 or on 
our webpage at www.theporch.org.uk. 

Great Porch Cook-Off 

Congratulations! 
Congratulations to PL, a member whom we 
supported while studying for a Mechanical 
Engineering degree at Oxford Brookes Uni-
versity. PL completed his degree with a 2.1. 

We are now helping him find employment. 
We’ve assisted him to qualify in Portable 
Appliance Testing (PAT) services, so if you 
require any PAT service, let us know. 

‘I want to say thank you for your help, it is so appreciated and has made such a differ-
ence to my life’. Porch member 

The Acting Bishop of Oxford, the Rt 
Revd Colin Fletcher, has become 

our new Patron. We are grateful to the Dio-
cese of Oxford for their continued support. 
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Make a donation: We have to fundraise every 
penny. Your donation, however small, is greatly 
appreciated, so thank you for contributing to 
The Porch Steppin’ Stone Centre.  If you are a 
tax payer, please complete the Gift Aid section, 
as it increases the value of your gift to us.   

One-off gifts are always very welcome. Howev-
er, standing orders provide us with a backbone 

of income throughout the year. If you are able 
to support us in this way, please complete the 
standing order mandate (remembering to com-
plete the Gift Aid section if you are a tax payer).  

If you would like to discuss your donation or 
have questions about the funding of our work,     
please contact Alex Lipinski, fundraising officer 
at alex@theporch.org.uk or ring 01865 728545.  

MAKE A DONATION 

I would like to make a one-off donation:   

£25       £50 £100 other £_______ 

(Cheques made payable to The Porch) 

 

GIFT AID YOUR DONATION OR STANDING ORDER 

I am a UK tax payer & would like to Gift Aid my  donation.  

Please treat as Gift Aid donations all qualifying gifts of    
money made: 

  today      in the past 4 years      in the future  

Please tick all boxes you wish to apply.  

I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax 

and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) 

that is at least equal to the amount of tax that all the      

charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I 

donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year.                 

I  understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax 

do not qualify. I understand The Porch will reclaim 25p of 

tax on every £1 that I give. 

 Donor’s details  

Title ---------- First name or initial(s) --------------------------------  

Surname --------------------- Full home address ------------------- 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

---------------------------------------------- Postcode ------------------- 

Signature --------------------------------- Date -------------------------  

Please notify The Porch if you want to cancel this              
declaration, change your name or home address or no           
longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital 
gains. If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate 
and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you 
must include all your Gift Aid donations on your                  
Self-Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and          
Customs to adjust your tax code. 
 

SET UP A STANDING ORDER 

 BANKER’S STANDING ORDER MANDATE 

Please read carefully before completing this    
section 

 BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE 

 Name _________________________________________ 

Address_________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

________________________Postcode _______________ 

  

Please pay:  The Porch Steppin' Stone Centre 

Lloyds Bank plc  BX1 1LT   30-12-51    00592264 

£_____      Monthly Quarterly Annually  

  

Starting on (date) ________________ until further notice 

and debit my account   

Signature _______________________________________ 

To The Manager of___________________________ Bank  

Address_________________________________________ 

______________________________Postcode _________ 

Your account number: _____________________________ 

Your account sort code: ____/______/_____ 

Return to: The Porch Steppin’ Stone Centre,  

139 Magdalen Rd,  Oxford OX4 1RL 

The Porch Steppin’ Stone Centre   

Company No. 4271032  Registered Charity No. 1089612 
Patron: Bishop Colin Fletcher - Acting Bishop Oxford   

Registered Address:  The Porch Steppin’ Stone Centre,  
139 Magdalen Road, OX4 1RL Tel: 01865 251798 

Making the Most of Your Gift to The Porch Steppin’ Stone Centre 
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